On the role of lipids in cell regulatory economy.
Prenylated proteins, which contain a lipid tail, may function to enhance the self-assembly of complementary molecular structures by providing a monomolecular film between the two combining regions so that electrostatic forces of attraction are greatly increased over that which would be established with water molecules in the intervening spaces. Such interactions may be important in DNA regulation, RNA processing, and a variety of protein-protein interactions.